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came to Utah in 1850, and was married to 
Permelia Lott in Lehi in 1852. They built 
a cabin by Utah Lake and started a farm 
and small merchandise business in Lehi. 
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11 trips across the plains. In 1861 he was 
called on a mission to England. leaving 
his wife and youngsters at home. His wife 
managed the farm, store and also ran 
freight teams to the Missouri River to ob- 
tain the needed supplies. She sold provisions 
to Johnston's Army. When her husband's 
mission was completed she was able to 
send him $10.000 in gold dust to tour iu- 
rope and return home. He used most of the 
money to purchase merchandise enroute 
home. He bought a threshing machine 
first to come to Utah, and also хос 
the store. Two years after his return he was 
called by President Brigham Young to move 
to Heber and serve as bishop of the ward. 
He later became the first stake president 
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County. The wards at that time were Heber East, Heber West, Mid- 
way, Wallsburg, Charleston, Buysville, Upper Daniels, Center, Lake 
Creek, Francis, Benchcreek, Elkhorn, Riverdale and Woodland. 1" 
Uintah County there were Ashley Center, Mill District, Ashley For! 
and Merrill Wards. 

Some of the stake officers appointed at the time of stake organiza- 
tion were Thomas Todd, president of the Elders Quorum with Orson 
Hicken and Henry Ohlwiler as counselors. John M. Murdock was 
named president of the High Priests Quorum with John Jordan and Char- 
les N. Carroll as counselors. Thomas Rasband was appointed to pre- 
side over the priests. Thomas Hicken Sr. to preside over teachers and 
J. Heber Moulton over the deacons. William Forman was named t° 
act as the agent for the Presiding Bishop of the Church. Emma Brown 
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was chosen as president of the stake Relief Society, with Mary Day- 
bell and Sarah Alexander as counselors. 

According to the stake statistical report of February 3, 1878, the 
membership of Wasatch Stake totaled 2,296 persons and 392 families. 
There were 90 High Priests, 40 Seventies, 162 Elders, 16 Priests, 33 
Teachers, 34 Deacons, 1,141 other members and 780 children under eight 
years of age. 

By 1887, ten years after the stake was organized, President Hatch 
realized the need for a stake house or stake tabernacle. In that year he 
rallied the people to the cause and built the entire structure with donated 
labor and materials. Cost of the building was more than $30,000. How- 
ever, all donated their quota either in labor, materials or cash and the 
project went forward rapidly. Youngsters, and some older people, would 
save pennies and nickels and when they had accumulated 25 or 30 cents, 
make a contribution to the project. 

President Hatch himself served as superintendent of the project with 
Elisha Averett in charge of the masonry work and Alex Fortie directing 
the carpentry work. The shingles, on the tower of the building, were 
cut from sheet metal and placed by Frederick O. Buell. Francis Kirby 
did the painting. The red sandstone was quarried by hand from moun- 
tains east of Heber in Lake Creek. , 

The building was ready for dedication May 5, 1889, and Elder 
Francis M. Lyman of the Council of the Twelve came for the dedication. 
An item in the “Wasatch Wave" of May 4, 1889 noted the event as fol- 
lows: 

“The Stake House is finished and cleaned in beautiful style ready 


The Wasatch Stake Tabernacle 
The building was constructed between 1887 and 1889. 


АВВАМ НАТСН 
Successful merchant and business leader. 

on Fourth North. Continuing success found him moving to a Main 

Street location which is now occupied by the Hi-Way Motel. 

The store became commonly known as “Mark's Store.” Mr. Jeffs 
promoted the use of his own medium of exchange. He made coins of 
tin in various denominations which he exchanged for the hay, grain, eggs 
or any other produce that customers brought in. One side of the coins 
bore the inscription, "Mark Jeffs, October, 1897, Heber, Utah.” On the 
other side was inscribed "Good for (the value of the coin) in merchan- 
dise.” Similar coins or “scrip” as it became known was also used later 
at the Heber Mercantile Company. 

In 1903 Mr. Jeffs was called as a missionary for the Church to Eng- 
land. He left Joseph A. Rasband in charge of the store and his other 
business interests. When he returned from England, Mr. Jeffs sold the 
store in a newly organized company known as the Heber Mercantile 
Company. He retained half interest in the new business and acted as 
manager for a short time and then president of the company. The new 
venture had a capital stock of $15,000 when it was formed. 

A new building was constructed to house the Heber Merc, and 
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MARK JEFFS А 
One of Heber's early merchants. 


Joseph A. Rasband became store manager. The Consolidated Wagon 
and Machine Company occupied space in the south end of the new 
building. On the upper story there were a variety of tenants. The 
Wasatch High School met there for several years, there were offices 
of professional men and the county public welfare office and the library 
occupied space at various times. 

In 1936 an explosion in the building's furnace caused a fire that 
spread rapidly through the building, destroying completely the store 
and the library and the U.S. Forest Service office and Welfare office 
on the second floor. After the fire the company was reorganized and a 
smaller building was reconstructed. Charles DeGraff became manager 
of the store, which was later sold to Engman Bond. At the present time 
most of the building is leased by Safeway and the remaining part houses 
Christensen’s Dry Goods Store. 

In 1916, A. Hatch and Company became known as the Heber City 
Exchange. Managers of the store after Joseph Hatch included Ludvig 
Anderson, William L. Turner, John A. Anderson, Ray Mahoney and 


